Village of North Palm Beach
Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes from the March 9, 2021 Meeting
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Chris Cantwell called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
ROLL CALL:
Maria Cassidy, Chair
Chris Cantwell, Vice Chair
Paul Beach
Bob Bell
Don Grill
Mia St. John
Village Council Representative – Deborah Searcy
Russ Ruskay – Parks and Recreation
Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Don Grill made a motion to approve the minutes; seconded by Bob Bell. The motion passed 6-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment.
PROJECT UPDATE:
Russ Ruskay presented the board members with the conceptual drawing of the dry storage area project.
Russ reviewed the board’ s recommendations involving the dry storage area project and let them know
he will be presenting them at the Thursday, March 25th Council meeting.
DIRECTOR’ S REPORT:
Stephen updated the Board on park projects. The playground at Lakeside park received new ADA mulch
last week. We are replacing the old swing set on the outside of the playground with the same size swing
set. Stephen signed the agreement with the playground company and just waiting for permits to start
the work. The first step of the Lakeside berm maintenance of removing the exotics was completed last
month. There are some bare areas currently but we are waiting for a restoration plan from
Environmental Quality team to move forward with restoring those areas. We made repairs to the

fencing at Anchorage park tennis courts. Staff has also ordered more regular trash and recycle trash cans
for Osborne park and the Community Center. Staff also sold 3 more Memorial benches with 2 located at
Anchorage park and one at Lakeside park.
Stephen updated the Board on upcoming special events (with COVID restrictions). We had a Movie in
the park event on Saturday, February 13th. We took reservations only and set up a POD system in the
grass bowl area at Anchorage park. The event was a success with over 150 residents that showed up.
Staff gave away red and pink carnations to all the women/ girls that attended. Our next event is our
Annual Garage Sale will be Saturday, March 20th starting at 7:30am outside only booths at the
Community Center. We currently have 35 booths registered. The following week our Fire Department
will be taking the Easter bunny out on 2 different trucks. One truck will start on the west side of town
and the other truck will start on the east side. Ed Cunningham is working on a map to put on the website
so residents can see the route. Then 2 weeks later we will have an Easter event at Anchorage Park on
Saturday, April 3rd starting at 9am. Residents will make reservations to meet and greet socially distance
with the Easter bunny. Staff will also pass out Easter bags with goodies inside to all the kids. Heritage
weekend will have events on Friday night April 9th and all day Saturday, April 10th. Both days events are
for residents only and they will have to call to make reservations. The event on Friday night will be a
movie night at Anchorage park. We will have our PODS set up in the grass bowl area and have an ice
cream food truck. Saturday will start off with 2 separate pool parties at the Country club. The first party
is from 11am-1pm and the second party from 2pm-4pm. Both parties will be limited residents with a DJ,
BBQ, pool games with great prizes. The night will finish off with Live Music at Anchorage park. We will
have a band performing with food trucks and a Village trivia contest with prizes. Stephen asked the
board if they want to coordinate their putting contest that night. They were all were in agreement of
making that happen.
Stephen updated the Board on recreation programing. Youth Soccer championship games are on
Wednesday, March 10th starting at 6:15pm. We are excited to give out our first ever team trophy to the
winners of the 9-11 and 12-14 age groups. We have asked Council members to come and give away the
trophy to the teams. Staff has completed the COVID protocols for our next youth season which is indoor
basketball. Some of those restrictions are one family member per child at each game and masks must be
worn by all adults inside the gym. Sign-ups for the season just began this week. Our Mini soccer class
picture below) ended last week with a total of 17 kids that participated on Monday and Tuesday
classes. Our next Mini class is basketball for ages 3-5 which will start in April.

Staff is working on our next schedule for Adult trips during the summer months. We had 2 successful
trips in February and 2 more planned for March. All trips have been full with residents following COVID
protocols on the bus. We are planning on having Summer camp this year with the same restrictions we
had last year. We will only accept resident kids and will not be taking any field trips.

NEW BUSINESS:
Stephen discussed the upcoming grants that we applied for last year. We are waiting on
approval for two $50,000 no match grants which are supposed to happen in May. The first grant
is to replace the playground at the Community Center. The second $ 50,000 grant is to make
repairs to the basketball courts at Osborne park.
Don Grill added an item for discussion for new business. Don sent an email to Stephen and the
board with a suggestion of solar bollards at Anchorage park on the north side of the property.
Don is not familiar with the bollards and doesn’ t know if they would benefit the community but
asked if we could look into them. Stephen stated that he will pass along the information to
Public works who is handling the lighting at Anchorage.
OLD BUSINESS:
There was no old business to discuss.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:
When discussing the dry storage project, Mia St. John asked about what the issues are with the
birds on the north side of the dry storage area. Russ went over in his presentation that he was
meeting with the Audubon group to make sure we are not impacting the birds on the north side
when we do this project.
Don Grill asked if the 8-foot security fence is going around the whole compound. Russ stated
that we are recommending the fence around the whole dry storage compound.
Bob Bell stated that he would yield to the police chief to making the recommendation of an 8foot-high fence rather than a 6-foot fence.
Bob also loved the new plan and idea of moving the dry storage a little east to get in a few extra
spots.
Maria Cassidy asked Stephen to send her a copy of the survey that we sent out to all the renters
of the dry storage area. Stephen stated that we have received over 50 surveys back so far and
we will be calling those renters who have not sent their surveys in to make sure they fill them
out.
All the board members asked about the rowing boats in the storage area. Stephen explained
that he met with the director of the Palm Beach Row club (Susan) last week to discuss options.
Stephen told her she must remove all the boats by the end of September before the project
starts. He also stated that she must create a plan that benefits the community to keep her
equipment at the park. Stephen found out that she currently does not have any residents in her
program and Susan herself is not a resident. If there is not a great benefit to the community,
then we will not allow her to store her equipment on site.

The board all agreed on setting up the golf putting contest for Heritage day during the live music
at Anchorage park. The board also suggested that we add cornhole to the event as well. This will
help attract more residents to the night event. Stephen said that he will get with staff about
booking the cornhole vendor to come out and set up boards and a tournament.
Don Grill asked if we could set a date for the Fishing Tournament. They normally have the
tournament the Saturday before school starts. Stephen stated that would be Saturday, August
7th. The board agreed that would be the date of the tournament. Stephen commented that we
still need to follow proper COVID guidelines for the event.
Mia St. John asked about an update on the dog park. Stephen stated that we received quotes for
fencing on the 3rd dog park. Once approved we will wait for the company to schedule a date for
installation. Upon completion of the 3rd dog park then we will close the big dog park and resod
that location. Staff then will set a schedule to rotate the 3 dog parks with one section closed at
all times to help with the wear and tear.
Maria Cassidy stated that she walks around Anchorage park a lot and noticed a couple of wet
slips empty all the time. She wanted to know if we have a policy on how long they can stay
empty. Stephen responded to say if they are empty for more than 6 weeks they have to let staff
know. He stated that all the wet slips have contacted staff about why their boat is not in the
space. Staff is aware of all empty slips. Maria also mentioned there is one trailer with no license
plate in dry storage Lot 2. Stephen will have staff follow up with renter and make sure a license
plate is added.

ADJOURNMENT:
Chris Cantwell made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Bob Bell. Motion passed 6-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Minutes respectively submitted by Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation.

