Village of North Palm Beach
Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes from the January 12, 2021 Meeting
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Maria Cassidy called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
ROLL CALL:
Maria Cassidy, Chair
Chris Cantwell, Vice Chair
Paul Beach
Bob Bell
Don Grill
Mia St. John
Village Council Representative – None
Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Don Grill made a motion to approve the minutes; seconded by Bob Bell. The motion passed 6-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment.
DIRECTOR’ S REPORT:
Stephen updated the Board on park projects. The white brick park signs in front of Osborne and Lakeside
parks were pressure washed and painted this week. Precision landscaping recently stood up the fallen
sea grape tree at Lakeside beach area. Precision is also finishing up repairing, regrading and adding new
sod to the south side of the marina. Parks and Recreation had a walk thru on Saturday with Friends of
Lakeside, Environmental Committee and Katherine from Environmental Quality about the berm removal
of exotics and maintenance that will be starting soon at Lakeside. Public works completed pressure
washing all sidewalk areas around Anchorage, Osborne, Lakeside and the Community Center. Armor
courts company was hired to patch up the racquetball court walls at Osborne Park.
Stephen updated the Board on upcoming special events (with COVID restrictions). Parks and Recreation
wanted to thank board member Chris Cantwell for volunteering to be Santa for our Trolley ride event.
The event was a huge success with around 200 people that made reservations and got to see Santa. The
first event of 2021 will be the annual Car Show on Saturday, January 30th from 11am- 2pm. Out of

concern to host a safer event, the chili contest is put on hold and car entries will be limited so they can
spread out. We currently have 15 cars registered with most cars expected to come the day of the event.
We also plan on having one food truck and one ice cream truck. Our upcoming events are Movie in the
park on Saturday, February 13th with family pods in the grass. We will start taking reservations in
beginning of February. The annual garage sale will be March 20th outside only booths at the Community
Center. Parks and Recreation are working on plans for Easter and Heritage Day with COVID restrictions.
Stephen asked the board for some ideas for Heritage Day.
Stephen updated the Board on recreation programing. Youth Soccer had their evaluations last week and
practices have started this week. We currently have 115 registered kids and 13 teams in the following
age groups 6-8, 9-11, and 12-14. Our first ever Holiday soccer clinic this year was a success. We ended
up with 5 kids signed up the first week and 10 kids the second week. This clinic was run by Palm Beach
Soccer Academy. Our mini soccer program for ages 3-5 which is on Monday afternoons filled up with 13
kids. We added a second class on Tuesday which ended up having 5 kids. This has become a growing
program and will help feed into our youth programs. Adult Bus Trips, hosted by Supervisor Bill Egan are
started back on January 8th. The first trip had 8 adults and they were at a glass blowing demo in Delray
Beach. The next trip is scheduled for January 21st to McKee Gardens and we are fully booked with 12
adults. There will be 2 trips in February and March as well. Parks and Recreation has added a new class
which is Mix Martial Arts at Anchorage Park. There will be a youth class on Wednesday and adult class
on Thursdays. North Palm Beach County little league is having new elections for board members. They
are trying to make a comeback and the Recreation team is assisting them in any way possible.
NEW BUSINESS:
Stephen wanted to discuss with the board the options on day parking that we have during
construction of the dry storage project. Stephen indicated that we do not know where the
staging area will be yet. According to recreation staff we can fit 20-25 trucks with trailers in the
grass area next to south side storage area. Recreation will have extra staff on busy weekends
and Holidays to help park cars during construction time.
OLD BUSINESS:
Stephen updated the Board on the marina’ s dry storage spots. We have filled all but one 15’
spot that so far we have gone through the entire waitlist of 15’ boats with no one is currently
interested in that spot.
Stephen gave the board a Needs Assessment update.
o Recreation staff is currently looking for residents to sign up for focus groups which start
in February. We will take 10 residents per each group.
o Focus Groups are the following:
Communication Delivery
Marina/ boating
Programs/ Special Events
Youth Sports/ Athletics
Tennis/ Pool
Family Recreation
Park/ Facility Improvements
Seniors

PROJECT UPDATE:
Stephen stated that Emily should be presenting the conceptual drawing of the dry storage area
at the February meeting if ready.
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:
Bob Bell made a few suggestions for Heritage Day if we cannot have rides. He suggested having
a scavenger hunt with clues leading kids throughout the Village. The other idea was a field day
for kids to come to the park for relay races and other games. Other board members agreed that
we should make it a kid friendly event.
Bob Bell suggested that we look at the south side of the marina parking lot and remove the
wood pillars so day parking in the grass area can exit in that direction.
Chris Cantwell stated that it would be nice to have an entry and exit point of the grass area for
day trailer parking during the construction period.
Recreation board was in agreement that they wanted an 8 ft. metal fence around the whole dry
storage area. The metal fence that was suggested by the board in the past that is at the Coast
Guard station. Bob Bell was not opposed to a wall on the north side if the residents of Inlet
would rather see a wall on their side.
Maria Cassidy stated that the top of that metal fence would be very hard to climb because of
the shape of the top.
Bob Bell asked when we will be notifying the current dry storage residents when they need to
leave the area. Stephen stated that staff is working on a survey to find out where most residents
will be taking their vehicles. Village council would still need to approve residents to bring their
boats and trailers home during construction time.
Don Grill asked how the trash compactor is working at Lakeside park. Stephen advised him that
it has been a huge success. We have not had any issues with trash at the park since it was
installed. Don asked if that would become an option at other Village parks. Stephen informed
him that it could be a possibility.
Mia St. John commented that the water pressure at Anchorage park is really low at all water
fountains. She asked if there was a possibility of getting bottle fillers at the park. Stephen stated
that he will have Public works check on the water pressure. Stephen also informed the board
that staff has ordered bottle fillers for the Community center outside building and inside the
gym. All bottle fillers are backordered for months due to high demand because of the pandemic.
Mia St. John asked about the condition of the sod at the big dog park. Stephen stated that we
just replaced that sod about 9 months ago and it attracts a high volume people throughout the
day. Staff is working on solutions. One of the solutions is creating a 3rd dog park and rotating the
dog parks to help with the wear and tear.
Don Grill mentioned that the back side of the Community Center would be a great location for
another dog park. There are a lot of residents on that side of town that walk their dogs around
that park.

ADJOURNMENT:
Bob Bell made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Don Grill. Motion passed 6-0. Meeting
adjourned at 8:00 PM.

Minutes respectively submitted by Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation.

