VILLAGE OF NORTH PALM BEACH
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY JANUARY 5, 2021
Present:

Cory Cross, Chairman
Donald Solodar, Vice Chair
Thomas Hogarth, Member
Jake Furlott, Member
Jonathan Haigh, Member
Lori Rainaldi, Member
Kathryn DeWitt, Member
Len Rubin, Village Attorney
Jeremy Hubsch, Community Development Director
Alex Ahrenholz, Principal Planner
Andy Lukasik, Village Manager

I. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Cross called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.
IA. ROLL CALL
All members of the Planning Commission were present. Ms. DeWitt arrived at 6:32 PM and Mr. Furlott arrived
at 6:44 PM.
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Minutes of the November 10, 2020 Regular Meeting were approved as written.
III. DELARATION OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATIONS
There were no Ex Parte Communications declared by the Board.
IV. QUASI JUDICIAL MATTERS / PUBLIC HEARING
Attorney Len Rubin swears in all persons speaking.
Mr. Chuck Huff, Special Projects Manager, presented a project proposed for the Country Club golf course. The
project is the addition of a 12’ x 16’ pavilion and possibly a second 10’ x 10’. They are needed to provide
protection from the elements, especially the sun, for staff who currently utilize a temporary, roll up type canopy.
The presentation is a to seek the Planning Commission’ s input, but a formal vote is not required. The project will
be brought before the Village Council.
The Planning Commission members discussed the design of the pavilions. Mr. Cross advised that while
Commission would like to see more “ gingerbread” on them, they approve of the project.
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A.

CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS
1. COA 2020- 1926 Fetterman Sign
Request: Application submitted by Ferrin Signs, Inc. on behalf of Beth Fetterman requesting
Certificate of Appropriateness ( COA) approval for a new wall sign.

Mr. Ahrenholz presented the Staff report and recommendation. The Applicant is seeking to replace the existing
wall signage. The Fetterman Law Team was created in 1975 and moved to the current location along U.S.
Highway 1 in 1997. The company branding has been updated from the red block lettering that is currently utilized,
to the proposed black and blue colors and font change. The existing monument sign currently has the old logo
with red letters, and will have to obtain another COA when the design is finalized, once a new tenant is brought
in to lease the office space at the rear of the building. Staff recommends approval and requests the Commission
include the following condition( s) as a part of their order:
1. Obtain a sign permit for the scope of work as provided herein.
Mr. Tim Lewzader, Ferrin Signs, 945 26th St. West Palm Beach, was present to represent the project.
The Planning Commissions members discussed whether the sign could have individual letters in lieu of the
cabinet; whether the new monument sign will include the address and have landscaping at the base; and would
like to see the monument sign replaced at the same time as the wall sign.
Motion: Mr. Furlott moved to approve the application with Staff’ s recommendation and the condition that the
monument sign be brought before the Planning Commission within 60 days from the date of the wall sign
installation. Ms. Rainaldi seconded the motion, which passed 7-0.
2. COA 2020- 2225 FL Cabinet Design
Request: Application by Ferrin Signs on behalf of J Marino & Sons, LLC, requesting
Certificate of Appropriateness ( COA) approval for the installation of an illuminated cabinet
wall sign.
Mr. Ahrenholz presented the Staff report and recommendation. The Applicant is requesting Certificate of
Appropriateness approval for the installation of an illuminated cabinet wall sign. The building was constructed
in 1966 and is a multiple tenant building, with uses ranging from hair salon, massage spa, and pet groomer. Staff
requests the Commission include the following condition( s) as a part of their order:
1. Obtain a permit for the scope of work as provided herein.
Mr. Tim Lewzader, Ferrin Signs, 945 26th St. West Palm Beach, was present to represent the project.
The Planning Commissions members discussed whether there was a sign concept for the property.
Motion: Mr. Solodar moved to approve the application as presented, including Staff’ s recommendation.
Hogarth seconded the motion, which passed 7-0.
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3. COA 2020- 2307 Corporate Creations
Request: Application by Ferrin Signs on behalf of Corporate Creations, requesting Certificate
of Appropriateness ( COA) approval for the installation of a non- illuminated monument sign.
Mr. Hubsch presented the Staff report and recommendation. The applicant is requesting a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the installation of a non-illuminated monument sign. Approval for architectural, landscape,
and site plan modifications was brought before the Planning Commission at the August 7, 2018 meeting. A
required condition of that COA states, “ A monument sign shall be installed no later than 6 months after the
completion of construction of the building’ s architectural modification.” The proposed sign does not match the
building architectural colors and Staff does not feel it is consistent with the Appearance Code sections. Staff
recommends denial of the application. Should the Planning Commission determine that the Applicant has met
the necessary prerequisites for the granting of a COA, staff recommends the Commission include the following
conditions as a part of their order:
1. Obtain a sign permit for the scope of work as provided herein.
2. An electrical permit shall be submitted for proposed lightning prior to signage permit approval.
3. Landscape specifications shall be included with the permit. Shrubs shall be maintained at a minimum
height of thirty (30) inches.
Mr. Tim Lewzader, Ferrin Signs, 945 26th St. West Palm Beach, was present to represent the project.
The Planning Commissions members discussed what colors are currently on the building; the proposed location
of the monument sign; whether the sign was too simple; whether the design matches the building architecture;
whether the plans need to include landscape detail around the sign base; whether the corporate branding should
be incorporated; and whether the sign base should be a lighter color. The board recommends that the applicant
take their recommendations and come back at a future meeting.
Motion: Mr. Solodar moved to Table the discussion to a future meeting. Mr. Furlott seconded the motion, which
passed 7-0.
4. COA 2020- 2180 Dark Tide Tattoo
Request: Application by Fastsigns on behalf of Peter Lurtz, requesting Certificate of
Appropriateness ( COA) approval for the installation of a cabinet wall sign
Mr. Hubsch presented the Staff report and recommendation. The applicant is requesting a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the installation of a cabinet wall sign. The building was constructed in 1963, and was
previously a dance studio. Both bays are currently being used by Dark Tide Tattoo. The applicant is proposing a
custom shape cabinet wall sign with a white acrylic face and black trim. The word ‘ tattoos’ is approximately 0.87
square feet, which is less than 50% of the letter height of the business name, Black Tide. Staff recommends
approval and requests the Commission include the following condition( s) as a part of their order:
1. Obtain a sign permit for the scope of work as provided herein.
A representative of Dark Tide Tattoos, 609 Northlake Blvd., North Palm Beach, was present to represent the
project.
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The Planning Commissions members discussed whether the sign is illuminated; whether the building is multitenant and has a sign concept plan; and expressed overall approval.
Motion: Mr. Haigh moved to approve the application as presented, including Staff’ s recommendation.
Hogarth seconded the motion, which passed 7-0.

Mr.

5. COA 2020- 1770 Frigates
Request: Application by Steve Muller on behalf of Frigates Holdings, LLC, requesting a
Certificate of appropriateness ( COA) for an AC enclosure and parking lot changes to add golf
cart parking. Item Tabled from the 11/10/2020 Meeting.
Motion: Mr. Solodar moved to remove the item from the table. Ms. DeWitt seconded the motion, which passed
7-0.
Mr. Hubsch advised the Planning Commission of the recently passed code section, which is now in effect as the
appeal process and zoning changes are also complete. As the applicant is aware of the new Code provision, he
decided to take advantage of including it in his COA request.
Mr. Ahrenholz presented the Staff report and recommendation. The applicant is requesting a Certificate of
Appropriateness for an AC enclosure and parking lot changes to add golf cart parking. As previously discussed,
the existing air conditioning unit is on the East side of the building, surrounded by a fence and wall. At the
planning commission hearing on November 10th, the application was placed on hold pending clarification of
three items: access to the generator for maintenance, the look of the East elevation entrance to the enclosure, and
the exact finish of the wall. The applicant has provided additional renderings and elevations of the enclosure for
a better understanding of the look. Though open in the rendering, the applicant has agreed to keep all of the plant
material that exists today or replace each plant that is destroyed during construction. A condition of approval has
been recommended to ensure the plant material will be in place for buffering.
Since the application had to go back to the Planning Commission for approval, the applicant added the additional
request of updating the parking lot to add golf cart parking spaces. Per the recently passed code section, which
regulates the parking standards for the CMU zoning district, golf cart parking is allowed up to 10% of the required
spaces at a dimension of 5 ft by 10 ft. This new site plan shows 9 golf cart spaces added into the existing parking
area. The existing spaces are wider than the minimum 9 foot width required in the code, so they are proposed to
be reduced to provide space for the golf carts. Additionally, the code provides the allocation of boat slips to count
as provided parking spaces. 4 boat slips are also proposed along the existing boat dock. As shown on the approved
site plan, there are 180 seats in the restaurant and 20 employees during the peak dinner hour, therefore 73 parking
spaces are required. On the proposed site plan, with the addition of the golf cart spaces and boat slips, 93 parking
spaces have been provided.
Staff recommends the Commission include the following conditions as a part of their order:
1. Maintain landscaping as currently exists around the enclosure. If any plant material is removed during
construction, it must be replaced same for same in compliance with the approved landscape plan.
2. Parking lot restriping and AC enclosure shall receive a building permit before construction.
3. Site Plan shall be updated to include the Site Data tables from the approved site plan prior to issuance of
the building permit.
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Mr. Steve Muller, Frigates, 400 U.S. Highway 1, North Palm Beach, was present to represent the project.
The Planning Commission members discussed what are the length of the boat slips; concern over the use of golf
carts on U.S. 1; whether the golf cart spaces will be utilized for overflow vehicle parking; whether the golf cart
parking spaces will be marked; whether the new construction will be in the set back; whether the same style door
be can utilized for the addition as are currently on the existing building; and whether the brown signage shown
on the site plan is the one currently on site.
Motion: Ms. Rainaldi moved to approve the application as presented, including Staff’ s recommendation and the
condition that the brown signage shown on the site plan not be included. Mr. Hogarth seconded the motion,
which passed 7-0.
V. ADMINISTRATION MATTERS
A. Village Manager Updates: Mr. Lukasik presented a comprehensive presentation of the U.S. 1 lane
reduction and repurposing plans, as well as plans for the bridges on U.S. 1 and Prosperity Farms Rd.
B. Staff Updates:
Mr. Hubsch introduce the new Part- Time Planner Tiffany Crump.
Code changes are now in effect.
7 – 11 Project Update – A Community Meeting was held prior to going to Village Council. The
project is on the Council’ s 1/28/2021 Agenda.
C. Commission Member Comments:
More temporary signs seem to be appearing along U.S. 1 and Northlake Blvd.
Concerns over the trend of redeveloping houses that are out of character for the neighborhood. Suggestion
that there should be ways to regulate such projects to keep the character of the Village.
Is there a plan to develop a sign code to compliment the new CMU codes.

VI. ADJOURNMENT
With there being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 9:02 PM.

Minutes typed by Jane Lerner
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