Village of North Palm Beach
Recreation Advisory Board
Minutes from the February 9, 2021 Meeting
CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Chris Cantwell called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
ROLL CALL:
Maria Cassidy, Chair ( excused absence)
Chris Cantwell, Vice Chair
Paul Beach
Bob Bell
Don Grill
Mia St. John
Village Council Representative – None
Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Bob Bell made a motion to approve the minutes; seconded by Don Grill. The motion passed 5-0.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment.
DIRECTOR’ S REPORT:
Stephen updated the Board on park projects. Stephen had a meeting with the Friends of Lakeside to
discuss playground repairs. We are looking into putting in a tree for shade, replacing fencing and adding
another playground item. The new park entrance signs were installed at Anchorage, Osborne and the
Community Center. The signs match the one located at Lakeside park. The plastic border going around
Anchorage park playgrounds was replaced this past week. The new window was installed at the
Community Center lobby area. We are looking at adding a bulletin board and trophy case to the lobby
area. The Lakeside berm maintenance will start on Friday, February 12th with removal of exotics. Once
the exotics are removed and treated then we are working on a restoration plan to help stabilize the
shoreline.
Stephen updated the Board on upcoming special events (with COVID restrictions). The first event of
2021 was our annual Car Show which was on Saturday, January 30th from 11am- 2pm. We ended up
having 77 cars participating in this event. It was a great turn out enjoyed by the residents of the Village.

We also had one food truck and one ice cream truck that did steady business throughout the event. The
Mayor was there to pick out her 3 favorite cars and pass out the awards. Our upcoming events are
Movie in the park on Saturday, February 13th with family pods in the grass. We currently have 60
resident reservations so far. The annual garage sale will be March 20th outside only booths at the
Community Center. Parks and Recreation are working on plans for Easter which would consist of a drive
thru event and pictures with the Easter bunny. Staff is working on details about Heritage Day with
COVID restrictions. The 4th of July fireworks show will happen this year but without the live
entertainment and event.
Stephen updated the Board on recreation programing. Youth Soccer games have begun. We currently
have 115 registered kids and 13 teams in the following age groups 6-8, 9-11, and 12-14. Our next youth
season will be basketball in the gym. Staff is currently working on protocols to make this happen as safe
as possible to all participants. Adult Bus Trips, hosted by Supervisor Bill Egan has a trip coming up on
February 12th to the Kennedy Space Center. The trip is currently full with 13 residents. At the end of
February will be another trip to Arcadia craft show.
NEW BUSINESS:
Stephen wanted to discuss with the board the options on the dog park. Currently the big dog
park side at Anchorage park is torn up due to usage. We just replaced sod on that side 8 months
ago. We are getting prices to add a 3rd dog park at Anchorage park close to the tennis courts.
Then we will resod the big dog park and rotate the parks to help with the wear and tear.
OLD BUSINESS:
Stephen updated the Board on the dry storage project.
o Emily and Kevin are still working on the conceptual drawing. The drawing will be
presented by Emily or Russ Ruskay at our next meeting in March.
o They are using all the Rec board recommendations such as bigger spots, fence option
and reconfiguration of the current boat wash area.
o Russ met with Environmental Committee last night about the north side construction
and they were very positive about the project. They also agreed about the fencing
option that the Rec board recommended.
o Russ will now schedule a meeting with the residents of Inlet to discuss the project.
o Staff needs the boards thoughts on survey to dry storage owners about where they will
be taking their storage items during construction. Stephen passed out the survey and
asked the board if we should mail or email the survey to residents.
Stephen gave the board a Needs Assessment update.
o We are continuing the final focus groups this week
o The next step will be a public workshop
o It will finish up with an online survey to all residents in the Village

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:
Don Grill asked Stephen to look into grassy pavers for the dog park area. That might help solve
some the issues there. Don also mentioned that using the back of the Community Center to add
a huge dog park in that section might be another thought.
Mia St. John made a suggestion about the youth basketball league protocols. She suggested
when using the outdoor courts for practices that we should have signs made up so other
patrons know that the courts are reserved for the league. That way no one will have issues at
night.
Bob Bell asked about the bus trips. He wanted to know if we were going to start adding more
people to the trips once people get vaccinated. Stephen responded saying that we are looking at
all options as more people get vaccinated.
Paul Beach mentioned that the sea wall at Lakeside park was failing and needs to get patched
up. He was wondering if there was a plan in place to repair the wall. Stephen stated the Public
Works knows about the condition of the wall and was working on estimates on the wall.
Currently staff goes out there to fill in the holes every week. Stephen is going to have Precision
Landscaping review it to see if we can do some repairs just like at Anchorage park sea wall that
was recently done.
Bob Bell stated that he has had discussions with Andy about making Lakeside park parking lot
for residents only. Andy stated that we would have to repay some grants to make that happen.
All the board members present agreed the best way to get the dry storage survey out to the
residents was email first then send mailings if we don’t get responses.
Don Grill would like a monthly update during the pre-construction planning. He would like to
know about the progress and budget at this time.
Chris Cantwell asked if we were thinking about collecting a refundable deposit from dry storage
renters to maintain their spot once the project is finished. He thinks that would make it easier to
get residents about in their spot.
Don Grill would like staff to find out what the new rates for storage will be ahead of time so we
can notify renters now. There might be some renters that will not come back if rates too high.

ADJOURNMENT:
Don Grill made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Bob Bell. Motion passed 5-0. Meeting
adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Minutes respectively submitted by Stephen Poh, Director of Parks and Recreation.

